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Your wedding at the Larder at Butler’s Retreat 
 

Butler’s Retreat is a unique venue for your wedding.  Whether a grand affair or an intimate gathering, 
our traditional barn on the edge of Epping Forest is a magical setting with beautiful views.  

 
The team at ​the Larder ​offer a catering style to compliment the setting, from our seasonal menus 

incorporating the very best local ingredients, to our whole foods approach and warm service. 
 

Over the following pages we describe a number of dining formats to suit your style and budget, or as 
a starting point for your bespoke package. 
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Your wedding day will be a unique event as we refine our service to meet your exact requirements and 
preferences.  As you begin to plan you may wish to focus on the following elements of the day. 

 
*** 

Ceremony 
Butler’s Retreat is not licensed for ceremonies however the Queen Elizabeth Hunting Lodge next door can be 

booked for your ceremony directly with the Epping Forest team. 

Welcome Drinks & Canapé Reception 
Post-ceremony, or on arrival if your ceremony is elsewhere, let us welcome your guests with a drinks reception 
under the trees, or in the Forest View room with its sweeping views.  Guests can enjoy a glass of prosecco or a 
soft drink whilst our team circulate with canapés.  The forest offers a stunning backdrop for your official photos 

and guests can wander at leisure.  Check out our drinks packages later on in this pack. 

Wedding Breakfast 
Do you like to stick with tradition or tell tradition where to stick it?  We’ve got you covered either way, from the 

super informal barbeque and bowl foods menu through to sumptuous choices available for three-, four- or 
more course meals.  If you like the formal seating but still want to push the boundaries a little, our sharing 

plates do just this, keeping things relaxed and encouraging more interaction between your guests, we set out 
large bowls and platters from which your guests serve themselves at the table.   

Evening Drinks 
Once your guests have enjoyed their meal our bar service begins, either as a cash bar or pre-paid, offering a 

range of wines, beers, spirits and soft drinks, plus our famous prosecco kickers!   
 

Evening Snacks 
As guests get peckish or as your evening guests arrive we have some great options for your late-night snack, 

whether sandwiches or butties, gourmet sausage roll or a full buffet. 
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Venue Timings & Capacity 
Butler’s Retreat is one of the few remaining retreats in Epping Forest, and as such is bound by ancient rules to 

remain open and available to the forest’s visitors every day of the year except Christmas Day!  This means that 
exclusive wedding hire is only available after our regular daytime service, though our upstairs Forest View Room 

can be available from slightly earlier, meaning welcome drinks could be served there for example, however it 
would not be entirely exclusive until the whole venue closed. 

 
  Winter Summer 

ȜǕǢ ¼ňǢƧŇŖǍ ɯ ȤǢŵ ¯ĬȈ     ʁ|​    ȜțǢŵ ¯ĬȈ ɯ ȞțǢŵ êŖǊɿ
Earliest drinks reception (max 50) 3.00pm 5.00pm 
Earliest drinks reception (up to 150) 4.30pm 6.30pm 
Earliest whole venue available  5.00pm  7.00pm 
Earliest meal time    5.30pm  7.30pm 

 
Note that in early Autumn or late Spring, for weekend weddings we may need to move the winter timings up a 
little. 

 
Our maximum capacity for formal seated meals in our Forest View Room is 34 guests, and for informal buffet, 
bowl foods or other non-seated options we can accommodate up to 140 guests. 

 
 

*** 
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Our Packages  

 
The first rule for your wedding day catering is that there are no rules – if you think the buffet would be perfect 
as your main meal or the ice-cream trike is just the ticket for  the evening snack, then that’s how we’ll do it. Just 

let us know which elements excite you most and we will work them into your own bespoke package. Note 
pricing is per person unless stated otherwise & is based on 30 guests or more.  For less than 30 guests a 

supplement may apply 
 

Our Package basics, included in all packages: 
 

Ἑ Hire of the Butler’s Retreat venue 
Ἑ Full staffing for every part of your day 
Ἑ Dedicated catering event manager 
Ἑ Dining table, chair and linen hire 
Ἑ All crockery, cutlery and glassware hire 
Ἑ Menu cards on the table 
Ἑ Bar until 11.00pm 
Ἑ UK VAT at the prevailing rate 

 

What’s not included: ​ĕŖƜǪŖ ŵźǍŖ ǕǪǊǊƑŖƚŖƜǢ ŭƧǍ ǕƚĬƑƑ ǊĬǍǢȈ ǕźȒŖɖ ȜȝɛȠʲ ǕŖǍȁźňŖ ňŵĬǍŮŖ ƧƜ ŭƧƧŏ ĬƜŏ ŏǍźƜƎɖ ȂŖŏŏźƜŮɿ

ǊƑĬƜƜźƜŮ ǕŖǍȁźňŖǕɿɿ
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